
 
                                            
     
   

  
 

 
A CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE 
TOWNSHIP HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY 
STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 7, 2010,  AT 7:30 PM.  
 
1) ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 
 

Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt              (At-Large)                 ____X___            _________ 
Hon. Tency A. Eason             (North Ward)   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   ____X___  ____________ 
Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed (West Ward)   ____X___  _________ 
Council President 

  
 The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Abdul-Rasheed has a quorum. 

  
           ALSO PRESENT   
 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk    ____X____  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                    _________                  ____X____ 
           Louis Childress Jr., Assistant City Attorney  ____X____  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legislative Research Officer             ____X____                 _________ 
      John F. Mason, Business Administrator    ____X____  _________ 

Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office    ____X____  _________ 
         
 PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 The Clerk asked that his father (Ollie Sr.) and brother (Ollie Jr.) be considered in prayer 
 during this moment of silence. 
 
 SPECIAL NOTICE:  Please be apprised anyone wishing to discuss Agenda or General 
 Items shall sign one (1) book.  There will be two (2) columns in the book, one (1) for 
 Agenda Items and one (1) for General Issues.  Each person signing the book will check 
 Agenda Items or General   Issues.   If they check only Agenda Items or General Issues, 
 they will be allowed to speak for five (5) minutes.  If they check General Issues and 
 Agenda Items, they will be allowed to speak for ten (10) minutes. 
 

2) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., “Sunshine 
Law” has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in 
The Orange Transcript on July 8, 2010, posted on the Bulletin Board in City Hall and filed 
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3) MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

             
 None 
 

4) RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
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The resolutions and ordinances to be presented at tonight’s meeting are listed on the 
attached Regular Meeting Agenda. If any Council Member wishes to discuss any 
resolution or ordinance, it may be discussed at this time. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated with respect to ordinance to 31-2010, what is now the current

 collection fee for a Certificate of Habitability. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Valerie Jackson, Director of Planning  
 
 Director Jackson in response stated that the current fee is thirty-five dollars and the 

 purposed fee is one hundred dollars which would be a proactive annual inspection. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated with respect to ordinance to 32-2010 stated that it is his 

 observation that there are units being occupied over the allowed limits.  He stated that 
 there are two bedroom units being occupied by six to eight people.  How will this 
 ordinance be proposed to make it affective? 

 
 Director Jackson stated that they have two opportunities to inspect a unit and that’s 

 before a landlord rents it out and the second opportunity is a result of a complaint.  She 
 stated that the idea is to find the issue with the rental unit by being proactive through 
 annual inspections.   

 
 Councilman Corbitt asked if they were going after those who by-passed the occupancy 

 limits. 
 
 Director Jackson reiterated, only through complaints and/ or inspection.  The ordinance 

 is proposing that every rental unit be inspected annually. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated what if there is no access to a unit that is known to be over the 

 limit. 
 
 Direct Jackson stated that there will be a requirement to grant access. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated by Director Jackson gaining access it doesn’t necessarily mean 

 that anyone will be there. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that they look for signs for over occupancy such as beds set up in 

 the basement or the attic and annual rent roll which is to show who is registered for that 
 unit. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Director Jackson if she had identified other municipalities 

 that are doing this. 
 
 Director Jackson in response stated that there are other municipalities that are doing this 

 and it is in fact becoming more popular.  She stated for example East Orange has a fifty-
 five dollar C of H fee and West Orange fee is one hundred dollars.  Director Jackson  
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 stated that Orange is twenty-five percent homeownership and seventy-five percent rental 

 which is owned by those who do not live in Orange. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that she hopes these fees will not be passed just yet. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that the landlords are allowed to raise rent by five percent but 

 there are controls in place about rent increases. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton 
 
 Councilman Morton asked Director Jackson if we will have enough staff to put this in 

 motion. 
 
 Director Jackson in response stated that we will have in-house staff in conjunction with 

 outsourcing.  However, the fees generated will cover the staffing cost and bring in revenue 
 as well. 

 
 Councilman Morton asked if the fees apply to affordable rentals as well. (Audio is 

 choppy) 
 
 Director Jackson replied, yes.  However, affordable doesn’t mean that they’re not making 

 a profit.  She stated if a two family is rented for five hundred dollars and the mortgage is 
 one thousand dollars then the owner is making a profit and a hundred dollar annual fee is 
 not a lot of money.   

 
 Councilman Morton wanted it stated for the record that he wanted to be sure that 

 everyone is taken into consideration based on their unique situation.   
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked Director Jackson how she proposes to stay on top of this 

 given the current staff.   
 
 Director Jackson in response stated that the fees will cover the additional staff whether it 

 be subcontracted or outsourced.   
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if this will be open to City of Orange employees. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that it will go out for bid. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she asked that question because currently today they’re 

 not able to keep up with what’s happening in her ward. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that this is a way to get the code enforcement and rental housing 

 done with fewer complaints because we’re getting it on the front end. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated with respect to resolution 312-2010 (page 7- #1636-1994), 

 does the energy audit used to assess what’s going on in that building. 
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 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Arlene Kemp, Engineer/ Director of Public 

 Works 
 
 Direct Kemp stated that it was a study done that specified what needed to be done in each 

 building.  She stated that there is a fifty page report that talks about the heating, lighting 
 and etc. Director Kemp stated that they couldn’t apply for the grant until the total survey 
 was done. 

 
 Councilwoman Eason will this assure that we have heat in the Police Department this 

 winter. 
 
 Director Kemp stated that nothing will assure that.  She stated that all they can do is call 

 the plumber as they have done last year. She stated that the grant is for a study not 
 repairs.  

 
 Councilwoman Eason stated, at the end of this study will it assure that they have heat this 

 winter. 
 
 Director Kemp stated, unless the town is willing to bond we will never be able to fix or 

 rehab the problem, just patch work. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked with respect to resolution 312 (pg. 11- 2175-1992), did the 

 gun buy back cost us thirty- five hundred dollars or is that money coming in. 
  
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Police Director Rappaport  
 
 Director Rapport stated that this is a continuation from last year’s gun buy back and it 

 was a donation made, and of no cost to the City.   
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked who it was paid to. 
 
 Director Rapport stated that we didn’t have this gun buy back yet.  He stated that it’s 

 coming in October.  
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that this is not a receipt but money going out. 
 
 Director Rappaport stated that this is coming out of the forfeiture fund.  However, it must 

 first come in through the City before it’s released in cash, not out of the City’s budget. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked with respect to resolution 312-2010(pg. 13 1-185-999), can the  
 Mr. Mason give an account as to the fifteen thousand being used for the dispatch service. 

 She asked if we were really saving money.  Councilwoman Eason stated that the Mr. 
 Mason didn’t have to respond tonight. 

 
 Mr. Mason replied, yes. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Marable 
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 Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that he had just been notified by the BA that the 

 audio is not being picked up by broadcast.  He asked the Council to speak a bit louder 
 into the microphone. 

 
 Councilman Marable stated with respect to 312-2010 1-102-999, this is for a Verizon bill 

 for eleven thousand dollars and it is to his understanding that this contemplates bills 
 preceding to July 2010.  Councilman Marable asked where are these bills from and why 
 are they being addressed tonight, if they’re old. 

 
 Mr. Mason stated that they are bill from fiscal year 2010 and prior to.  Mr. Mason stated 

 he would have to dialogue with finance and find out why these bills are just forthcoming. 
 
 Councilman Marable asked if Verizon bill on the regular basis. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that he’s not going to get into it but he’ll look in to it and get and 

 answer. 
 
 Councilman Marable stated that his point is that a company like Verizon normally bills 

 on the regular basis regardless, as to when we pay them. 
 
 Councilman Marable asked who is sponsoring resolution 326-2010. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that the Administration did the RFQ/RFP after the City Clerk said that 

 he wouldn’t do it, for whatever his reason was.  Mr. Mason asked the City Clerk to 
 canvas the Council to see what qualification that they would want and then the responded 
 to him by letter.  Mr. Mason stated that Council President came up with a meeting date 
 and his request was accommodated.   

 
 Councilman Marable stated, is that to say that the Administration is the sponsor and not 

 the Council.  Councilman Marable apologized to the citizens who showed up for the 
 special meeting as there was misinformation given that said the public could attend.  
 Councilman Marable stated that he was not in favor of a Budget Consultant at this point 
 as they we are already six months into the fiscal year.  He stated that he’s also looking at 
 it as a cost benefit analysis. Councilman Marable stated that he would rather deal with a 
 individual or firm who supports us throughout the process, not someone who swoops 
 down in the eleventh hour and saves the day because that’s not going to happen.   

 
 Councilman Marable stated if Council received monthly reports as the municipal code 

 suggests then they would have been able to see how things work incrementally.  A Budget 
 Consultant would be able to advise Council on those reports but he can’t do that because 
 they don’t get them.  Councilman Marable stated that he didn’t find this individual to be 
 personable or friendly person and was on the defensive when he asked him a question.  
 He stated that he doesn’t like to pay people who are that way. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated with respect to resolutions 314, 315 and 316, are these 

 renewals on contracts.  
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 Mr. Mason stated in response on 314, it’s another contract year not a new contract.  Mr

 Mason stated that he spoke to Mr. Holcomb about it and there has been no price increase 
 to resolution 314.   

 
 Director Holcomb stated with respect to resolutions 315 and 316 those are both for the 

 Child Health Clinic and TB doctor’s services.  He stated that they are contracts with the 
 Child Health Clinic with no increase for 2011. 

 
 Councilman Corbitt stated to Director Holcomb, if these are approved tonight will he sign 

 off on them tonight. 
 
 Director Holcomb stated if Council approves it tonight then they can move forward for 

 2011.   
 
 Council President recognized Councilman Morton 
 
 Councilman Morton stated that he didn’t recall ever approving these contracts.  He 

 thought they were new. 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that they’ve been dealing with physician services for many 

 years.  He stated that these are probably more reasonable compared to other inquiries 
 that they’ve had from other physicians in the past.   

 
 Councilman Morton asked how important are these two items to be budgeted if we need 

 them for next year.  He asked if they necessarily needed to be passed tonight. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated that TB is serious and there needs to be in place in 

 case of an out break it can be kept under control and treated.  There is also a need for 
 underprivileged school age children to get there shots. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Director Holcomb if this is a new contract. 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that this isn’t a new contract but it’s for January 2011. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton 
 
 Councilman Morton stated with respect to resolution 317-2010, how was it determined 

 that more police presence was needed. 
 
 Director Kemp stated with each resurfacing job hours are bid for traffic officers. This 

 particular change order is after the fact and it was determined that more officers were 
 needed to make the job safe and this is grant funded.  The officer in charge would 
 determine that more officers are needed. 

 
 Councilman Morton asked if Thomas Blvd. had been done. 
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 Director Kemp replied, yes.  It had been done last week. 
 
 Councilman Morton stated with respect to resolution 320-2010, why is this being 

 rescinded. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that last Council Meeting the agreement was approved for RPM.  

 A project that will occur on South Essex Avenue (22 units of housing)and Mechanic Street 
 (smaller project) and the agreements are being separated into two separate projects, as 
 per the developer’s request; in case there is a problem with one project and not the other. 

 
 Councilman Morton asked will the projects be bided separately.   
 
 Director Jackson in response stated that they won’t be bided because they’re in a 

 redevelopment area.  RPM is the developer in the case of both projects and the two 
 projects are going to be developed as housing units as part as our NSP II grants.  

 
 Councilman Morton asked if it would be more beneficial to have one part of the project 

 done by one company and the other done by another.   
 
 Director Jackson replied, yes.  But in this case these two projects are being developed by 

 RPM.  He stated that they are the developers and they’re doing this on behalf of the City 
 in terms of NSP II dollars.  The reason that we’re using RPM is because it is stated in the 
 grant that the developer had to demonstrate that they could produce over two hundred 
 units of housing within twenty-four months. 

   
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized  
 
5)   MOTION TO ADJOURN  

  
 MOTION: Corbitt   Voice Vote  SECOND: Linda Jones-Bell 

 
       ADJOURNMENT: 8:27 PM 
 
             
 Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Edward B. Marable, Jr. 
 Municipal Clerk     Council Vice President 
 
 MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Passed on December 21, 2010 
  
 Conference & Regular Meeting on December 7, 2010 
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Motion to Adopt: Abdul-Rasheed     Second: Morton  

    
The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 
 
Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Council Vice  President Marable  
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

 Absences: Abdul-Rasheed 
 

Council Vice President Marable ruled the Motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and One Absences. 
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